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If you wish to provide information and articles for future
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Billy Fury Website: www.billyfury.com
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Jackie Clark – Media Contact (South)
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Cecilia and Ken Darvell – Magazine Production
and Dispatch, etc

Remember this is your Fan Club
Copyright of photographs unknown unless stated.
All articles © The Sound of Fury unless stated otherwise.
Should anyone have any further information please
let us know.
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Radio CornwalI interviews continued from last issue
Matt Shepherd interviews Chris Raynor of
Fury’s Tornados and Colin Gold
Matt: During the ‘60s Billy Fury was rarely out of the charts with songs like Colette
and King for Tonight.
King for Tonight is playing
Matt: By the ‘70s though the hits had dried up for Billy Fury, but he was still a major draw on the road. When his health allowed he toured with different backing
bands performing rock ‘n’ roll classics by the likes of Elvis Presley, as well as his
own major hits. One of the musicians who performed during those years with
Billy was guitarist Chris Raynor.
Chris: I joined about 1970, I wasn’t really
prepared for the sort of lifestyle that was
there. Charlie (Elston) said to me get out of
there quick after the show, but I ended up
getting my shirt ripped off my back by the
females trying to get to Billy.
Matt: Billy’s tours took him all over the
country in the 1970s including The Talk of
the West in St Agnes (Trevellas). Here’s
Chris Raynor again.
Chris: The gigs do tend to all merge into
one but I do remember that one because
Billy had just took delivery of a new Range
Rover and a Triumph Stag at the same
time, and he was in the purple Stag and
we passed him on the A38 and we thought
he was just waving at us but we didn’t
Chris Raynor
know he’d broken down, so we got there and Billy didn’t make it that night, he
came on the second night.
Letter Full of Tears is playing
Matt: Unfortunately Billy’s health worsened during the ‘70s, the decade was
marred with lengthy hospital stays and bankruptcy. However there were the high
points too including an appearance in the David Essex film ‘That’ll Be the Day’. It
took Billy back to the beginning, those rocking days of the fifties and he performed
among other things an up-to-date version of his hit A Thousand Stars.
The original version of A Thousand Stars is now played
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Matt: Although Billy officially retired, he did decide to come back again late on in
his career and he wanted Chris Raynor to be a part of the band.
Chris: We were really excited about doing it and then his long term partner Lisa
phoned us up in the middle of the night and said ‘Has Billy phoned you?’ and we
said ‘Yes’ and she said ‘Well he’s not very well you know’ and I know it sounds
awful but I had a dream that night and I dreamt that Billy actually died on stage,
and I thought to myself I can’t have this on my conscience.
A Thousand Stars continues playing
Matt: Today 25 years after his death the memories of Billy Fury are never far away
from Chris Raynor’s mind. He tours the UK with the rest of Fury’s Tornados performing in a stage show appropriately named Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury
Story.
Chris: Emotions change, but when we first did it, it was
purgatory, it was really so spooky, it was like taking a lid
off a box that had been closed for years, it was so so
spooky, I really used to feel that Billy was with us. It was
really strange.
Matt: Fury’s Tornados may still be performing Billy’s biggest songs but this time it’s Colin Gold who takes the
place of Billy Fury on stage. Colin appeared on TV’s Stars
in their Eyes in the ‘90s and was invited by Chris Raynor
to portray Billy on stage. It’s a part he’s proud to play.
Colin: I’ve only ever felt nervous once and that was our
very first gig that we did, 11 years ago on February 14th at
my local theatre at Hayes in Middlesex, that was the last
ever theatre that Billy performed at. It was really eerie,
and everyone was there, his old manager was there, some
Colin Gold
of the old singers were there and plus to be on stage with
his original band. We only did an hour then, yes I was shaking from head to toe
and couldn’t really get into it, I was alright when I got to the last song which I think
was Forget Him at the time, but now it’s just natural, I do enjoy it.
When Will You Say I Love You is played
Matt: As Halfway to Paradise continues to tour the UK thousands of people go
along to remember what it was like to see the real Billy Fury live, for those of us too
young to have seen him perform the show gives a great flavour of how this shy Liverpudlian could come alive on stage performing some of the biggest songs of the
1960s.
When Will You Say I Love You continues to play
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Donna Birrell of Radio Cornwall Interviews local
Billy Fury fan – Margaret Grant
Donna: I’m very pleased to say that we’ve got one of Billy Fury’s fans on the line
now – Margaret Grant. Hello, good afternoon to you Margaret.
Margaret: Hello Donna.
Donna: Hello, you’re in Mount Hall aren’t you?
Margaret: I am yes.
Donna: Now, the reason why you’re on the phone is that you and your sister apparently sat in the front row at the Talk of the West in St Agnes (Travellas – Ed.) in 1973
watching Billy.
Margaret: We did yes, right on the stage, a seat right on the stage.
Donna: Fantastic, were you great fans of his.
Margaret: Oh yes, my sister was a very very big fan of his. I am as well, but she
was a bigger fan than I was at the time. At that time, in that era I was a Roy Orbison fan, and then of course when Halfway to Paradise came out, that was music that
I really liked.
Donna: Did Billy Fury overtake Roy Orbison in your
eyes?
Margaret: The same, I liked them both the same.
Maybe I liked Billy a little bit better because he had
that lovely quiff and that smirk, he was lovely.
Donna: Oh that’s wonderful, and of course the Talk
of the West in St Agnes, did you go there quite a lot?
Margaret: Yes we did, we saw a lot of stars there,
Des O’Connor, Tommy Cooper, Mike and Bernie
Winters, loads of people, real high spot down this
way, before the Collosseum was built, and that’s taken over.
Donna: Absolutely, and have you remained a fan of
Billy Fury’s.
Margaret: Oh yes, in fact I went to Truro on Tuesday
© Chris Eley
to get the new CD that’s out, but it’s not in the shops.
Donna: That is his Greatest Hits Collection.
Margaret: That’s right, they said they’d done one for his 25th Anniversary, a new
CD out to celebrate his 25th Anniversary.
Donna: That’s funny, it’s definitely just come out, it’s on the Decca label apparently,
so perhaps try again, they may just not have had it in when you went.
Margaret: I know down here we’re always a couple of days out aren’t we.
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Donna: We always get everything a little bit later.
Both laughing!
Donna: So presumably you still listen to all his records.
Margaret: I’ve got a couple of tapes that I play every Tuesday evening when
my husband goes out. I have a Billy Fury night and a Roy Orbison night.
Donna: Do you invite people over?
Margaret: No, because they’re doing other things, but I just put the music on
loud and that’s my night.
Donna: Oh that’s terrific. Well, really I should introduce you to Matt Shepherd, because he loves all that as well, he loves all rock ‘n’ rollers.
Margaret: I listen to him with Freddie Zapp on a Sunday, he loves it all.
Donna: In fact hearing the two of them together it’s great.
Margaret: Oh it is, it really takes you right back to the ‘60s and you’re right
there, even as if you weren there, you can imagine everything they are saying.
Donna: Well Margaret it’s really nice to talk to you, thank you ever so much
for sharing your memories.
Margaret: That’s ok my love, thank you for phoning back.
Donna: Enjoy your music and I hope you get your Greatest Hits CD.
Margaret: Yes, I shall go to town on Monday and I’ll see if I can get it then.
Donna: Yes, you know you might be able to order it.
Margaret: Yes, I suppose I could, but I’ve got my bus pass now so I might as
well use it.
Donna: OK well enjoy it when you get it.
Our thanks to Matt and Donna for their kindness.
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Introduction – Peter Davies
During the early part of January 2008 I took the opportunity to write to many North
West Newspapers resulting in articles and editorial comment promoting Billy’s 25th
anniversary together with The Sound of Fury Fan Club. As a result we have received numerous enquiries for information and applications to join our Fan Club.
In addition North West Radio Stations were circulated which resulted in good promotion work for the Anniversary CD and DVD.
Welcome to all new members as well as existing friends and members and I thought
that you may be interested to read a copy of the interview content which was done
on air with Rob Charles of Magic Radio 999 on Friday 25th January 2008. We managed it in one take!
My thanks to Rob and Magic for his interest in Billy.

Radio interview on Magic 999
Billy’s 25th Anniversary
Peter Davies and Rob Charles
Rob: On the phone now we have got Peter Davies. Peter what is your role then as
regards Billy Fury – what do you actually do?
Peter: I am a member running the team of The Sound of Fury – the official Billy
Fury Fan Club and I am the Treasurer and the Media Contact for the North of England.
Rob: And you are actually based in Preston.
Peter: We now live in Preston – we didn’t always live in Preston but we moved
back to the Preston area about two or three years ago and we run it from Hutton,
near Preston.
Rob: And today of course we are giving away His Wondrous Story which is a
brand new compilation from Billy Fury which is just a great CD and we are giving
it away throughout the day on Magic. It is interesting to note looking through the
files here that Billy never had a number one did he which is a strange fact.
Peter: He never had a number one in this country but he did in fact have a number
one in the Far East but doesn’t count in this country. His highest placing was
number two which was a cover version of Jealousy which was originally done I
think by Frankie Laine in this country and then obviously in America.
Rob: It’s coming up to the 25th anniversary of his death on Monday.
Peter: Yes – Billy died on the 28th January 1983 and we have a meeting in Mill Hill,
London, where Billy is buried on Sunday 27th January and we are in fact meeting
down there at the graveside which sounds a little bit morbid but is in fact quite a
pleasant afternoon. Once we have attended to the grave and paid our respects we
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then adjourn to the local Church Hall (Salcombe Gardens) and we all contribute to
the afternoon’s events. There is merchandise for sale and we usually have a raffle
and an auction and people bring a Jacob’s Join of food and there is tea and coffee
available and it is a very nice afternoon for all those who care to attend.
Rob: Being buried in Mill Hill, why was that, was it because he lived in London.
Peter: Yes Billy lived in London with his partner Lisa for over 10 years and he actually died at St John’s Wood in the flat that they shared together and it was Lisa’s
choice that Billy be buried in Mill Hill, London even though he was of course from
Liverpool as you are aware.
Rob: Yes Billy Fury was born in Liverpool wasn’t he.
Peter: That’s right.
Rob: Is his mum still alive?
Peter: Yes Billy’s mum is very much alive. A
very, very nice lady who does an awful lot
to help with raffles for the Heart Research
people because Billy died of course with a
heart problem. She is in her mid 80’s now
but still going strong and Jean if she is listening to this we wish her all the very best
from The Sound of Fury team.
Rob: Lovely. I do remember seeing her on
TV which was I think the 20th anniversary
and she attended one of the actual functions
to mark the anniversary of his death.
Peter: That’s right. Jean has done an awful
lot of work for Billy over the years and obviously the fan club fans and various other
persons and organisations raised over
£40,000 to have a statue erected to Billy
which is outside the Harbourmaster’s
© The Decca Record Co. Ltd.
House in Albert Dock, Liverpool. Billy is in
pride of place there.
Rob: Excellent. And some people say that Billy Fury was the closest thing in the UK
we ever got to Elvis Presley.
Peter: Yes a lot of people say that Rob. He was compared to Elvis and one of his
idols in life was Elvis and he did in fact go over to meet him whilst Elvis was making one of his films and apparently they got on well. But many people did compare
him to Elvis probably because he was one of the best and first British rock stars. He
was predominantly a rocker although ironically many of his later hits were in fact
big ballads and cover versions of what had been American hits.
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Rob: Yes there was so much written by those two famous writers Goffin and Burt
Bacharach.
Peter: That’s right he covered many American songs which they seem to go over
and brought back and cover and Halfway to Paradise was a Goffin and King written song which he covered over here and of course his version was rated as being
far better than the original by Tony Orlando.
Rob: That’s Tony Orlando and Dawn.
Peter: That’s right and of course he made number two with Halfway to Paradise or
number three which ever chart you look at and it did stay in the charts for something like, oh, virtually over half a year. Obviously these days things come and
go and pop stars come and go but in those days things stuck around for quite a
while.
Rob: I remember reading an article about that particular song and someone said
it was the best rock and roll song ever – it was somebody famous but for the life
of me I can’t remember his name.
Peter: Probably Morrissey. Morrissey was one of the people who treated Billy as
one of his idols. David Bowie was another one who very much respected Billy
and some of his stage act I think was based on Billy because Billy was in fact a
dynamic stage performer. Those lucky enough to have seen him will never forget
the way he put himself about on stage and he really was a charismatic artist.
Rob: And did you see him Peter?
Peter: I saw him many, many times. I come
originally from Blackpool and he appeared
in the touring concerts over there as well as
the summer seasons and then more latterly
he appeared on the cabaret circuit and I
saw him in Preston many times and I went
across to Clitheroe and various other places
across the North West to see him.
Rob: That’s incredible. And if anyone is interested in Billy Fury and would like to become a member it is The Sound of Fury, the
official Billy Fury Fan Club. How could people get in contact with the fan club?
Peter: Well the best way to do it really is
through the PO Box number which is PO
Box 1117, Hutton, Preston, Lancs, PR2 0DT.
Billy on Oh Boy
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Rob: And you have got the website as well which is www.thesoundoffury.org and
from that website you can email as well can’t you?
Peter: That’s right.
Rob: OK I am going to play a Billy Fury song of your choice from this particular
album and as I said it is out today and we are giving it away all day today on Magic
999 so Peter what song would you like us to play for you?
Peter: Number 15 which would be I’m Lost Without You.
Rob: Excellent we will put it on now and Peter thank you for taking the time to talk
to us on Magic 999.
Peter: No problem at all Rob. I am very pleased to talk to you and I am pleased that
people are remembering the 25th anniversary of Billy’s passing. It is also this year the
50th anniversary of him going into the recording studio and cutting his first disc
which was Maybe Tomorrow.
Rob: Thank you Peter.
Peter: Cheers Rob.

© Decca Record Co. Ltd.
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25th Anniversary Recollections
by Cecilia Darvell
We are avid listeners to Radio 2, it is always on at home and in the car, so imagine our surprise when on Saturday 12th January Jonathan Ross played Jealousy, and said a few words about Billy. That was a great honour because he
does not usually play shall we say ‘our type of music’ on his show. That got
me thinking that perhaps Radio 2 were going to feature Billy for his 25th Anniversary month. Following that as Chris has already mentioned Billy was featured on the Radcliffe and Maconie show on Wednesday 16th January.
Brian Mathews played That’s Love on Sounds of the Sixties on Saturday 19th
January and on Saturday 26th January a gentleman requested a Billy Fury song
but I did not write down which one was played and now can’t remember (call
it a senior moment), but Jackie Clark also had a message read out about Billy’s
25th Anniversary and the Mill Hill gathering at Billy’s grave on the following
day.

© Decca Record Co. Ltd,.
On Wednesday 23 January Terry Wogan played Halfway to Paradise just before the eight o’clock news, prime spot because most listeners are awake by
rd
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then! Billy really was well represented during January and we thank Radio 2 for
including him in their radio schedules.
The KRYS band are all big fans of Billy and on January 19th we saw their Anniversary tribute to Billy at the Festival Inn, Trowell in Nottinghamshire. They always put
their heart and soul into their show and the rock ‘n’ roll club was rocking from the
very first song that Alan Austin sang King For Tonight. His powerful voice, always
sends shivers down your spine and the audience were mesmerized, some standing
around the front of the stage just gazing up at him. What a fitting tribute for Billy’s
anniversary try to catch them if they are playing in your area, you won’t be disappointed.
The next anniversary tribute we saw was Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story which was on at the Castle Theatre in Wellingborough on Thursday 31st January.
As usual the show is always very well appreciated by the audience, and Chris and
Charlie’s reminiscences were even more poignant being as it was the 25th anniversary week. Those clips of Billy that play in the background behind the band make it
feel as if Billy is there with you in the theatre. Awesome.
Another of our Billy tribute acts – Rob Dee – went all the way to New Zealand to
appear in an anniversary concert in Auckland, put on by Moya Gleave who runs
the Billy Fury Fan Club in New Zealand. All in all it’s been a great start to what is a
momentous year for Billy Fury.

Service of Thanksgiving for Billy at Liverpool
Anglican Cathedral
by Jackie Clark
I attended the Service of Thanksgiving for Billy at Liverpool Anglican Cathedral on
13th April, 2008 as a representative of The Sound of Fury.
The Service, which was organised by the BFITOY Fan Club to mark the 25th Anniversary of Billy's death, was very well attended by fans, friends, family and local
parishioners who were attending the Evensong Service which preceded the
Thanksgiving. Clare Mehmet-Nugent gave a Reading which told of how she first
met Billy, a second Reading was given by Vic England on behalf of Frank Bull and
the third Reading, a poem, was read by Colin Paul,
Incidently, Colin had been entertaining in a town on the east coast of England the
previous evening and was due to fly out to Spain in the early hours of the
next morning so thanks so much Colin for pulling out all the stops to attend.
The Eulogy was given by Billy Butler of Radio Merseyside after which the Hymn –
Praise my Soul The King of Heaven was sung and then of course The Blessing.
It was great to meet with friends I had not seen for a long time.
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The Billy Fury Interviews
by Trevor Simpson
I never tired of watching Billy perform when he visited my local area in West
Yorkshire during the hey-day of the one-night stand tours that criss-crossed the
length and breadth of Britain in the early late 50’s and early 60’s. It was at a time
when all the big domestic rockers, along with a few American legends, came to see
US, in our towns – rather than, as it is now, us having to go to a big city to see
THEM. I much preferred the small theatre, small town show to the big city, less
intimate auditorium where you were unable to totally connect with the
entertainers.
In the first volume of my book Small
Town Saturday Night (reviewed by
Chris in Issue 33), I thought that I had
detailed all Billy’s performances in
the Halifax area throughout the 60’s
and early 70’s, but when I was researching Volume Two, I discovered
more. Not only that, but on several
occasions Billy gave revealing interviews to the local newspaper reporters which have lain in the vaults for
over 40 years. I featured a couple of
these rare and exclusive reports in my
first book and I will be featuring others, including unpublished photographs of Billy in the second book, but
here for the real Billy fans are some
more revealing insights into the man
and his music. These are in addition
to what I could fit into the books, representing more than I could accommodate in
a general book about the era. I hope they will whet your appetite for more general
nostalgic memorabilia and photographs which I will be using in Small Town
Saturday Night, Volume Two, which will be available from November 2008. See
details at the end of this article and watch the website!
Billy’s first visit to Halifax and the first time I saw him live was on Thursday May
12, 1960. It was at the Odeon Cinema as a support act for American rocker Gene
Vincent when I was totally blown away by Billy’s performance and his stylish,
trademark gold suit. It was in total contrast to the black leather worn by the star of
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the show and whilst I never saw Vincent again, it was the first of many shows that
I attended to see Billy perform. The local newspaper ‘Teenpage’ reporter was lucky
enough to get backstage and the reports on his interview, headlining Billy along
with the other artists, was published on Saturday May 14. They are here again for
the first time in almost 50 years.
It was nine months later that Billy next came
to visit, this time, to the
Victoria Hall in Halifax
Town centre. He was
the headliner for the
‘Rock ‘n’ Trad Spectacular 1961 – 2nd Edition’
which had been touring
for several months and
I took the bus to see the
first edition of the show
in Bradford on November 27, 1960 after it had been advertised in the Halifax Weekly Courier And
Guardian (what a great title for the local rag!) on November 19. It was February 4,
1961 when, under the banner headline Big names in rock concert, the visit of the show
to Halifax was announced. Again, it was Billy who headlined in the editorial which
is reproduced here. The full story of the concert and the riot at the end of the show
caused as Billy sang Wondrous Place is detailed in the first volume of my first book.
The interview with Billy after the show is reproduced in volume two of my book
where he revealed that he did not like the life of touring, but that he had no plans
to leave show business.
The announcement that Billy would be visiting us again on the Big Star Show Of
1962 on Friday February 23 sent everyone scrambling for tickets as the strong
billing featured John Leyton, Eden Kane, Shane Fenton and the Karl Denver Trio.
The Decca Record Company advertised Billy’s new single Letter Full Of Tears
alongside Eden Kane’s Forget Me Not and the Karl Denver latest offering of Never
Goodbye. Billy peaked at number 32, Karl at number 9, but Eden Kane topped them
both with Forget Me Not getting to number three. The newspaper interviewer
backstage after the concert commented about Billy’s sore throat, which curtailed
his performance to just eight minutes, but did probe into Billy’s background under
the headline: – From tug hand to star singer is tough road. The picture of Billy
accompanying the article was taken backstage after the concert. That same year he
came back to see us all again on Thursday December 6.
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The well named Mammoth Star Show Of 1962 with Billy as the star billing featured
support from the Tornados, Mike Sarne, Karl Denver (again!) along with Jimmy
Justice and Mark Wynter. Billy had met Elvis in America since we saw him last in
Halifax and this meeting took place on Wednesday May 16, 1962 in Hollywood.
It’s a long time since Halifax and Hollywood have appeared in the same sentence,
and now it’s happened twice! Billy’s latest single, which was in the charts on the
night of the show, had been released to coincide with the tour. It was the delicious
Because Of Love, which by fair means or foul had been stolen from the set of the
Elvis movie, Girls! Girls! Girls! and was released before the original Elvis version.
Parnes and Billy, One – Parker and Elvis, Nil! With Chris’s full help and cooperation I recently wrote an article for the Essential Elvis magazine regarding that
momentous May 1962 meeting between my two favourite artists. The Halifax
newspaper interview mentioned the meeting with Elvis and the fact that fans’
screams drowned the sound of Fury at this concert! The article is reproduced here
for the first time since 1962 and sadly it was the last of Billy’s three performances
at the Odeon Cinema in the Halifax town centre. The wonderful old art-deco
cinema building is still standing but it is now a Top Rank bingo hall.
It was almost five years before the Billy Fury vocal experience delighted his
Halifax fans. This time he stood in at the last minute on Saturday February 4, 1967
for northern favourites, The Rockin’ Vicars at a dancehall that was run by the
famous wrestler Shirley Crabtree who had more hits than Billy, but his were in the
wrestling ring under the name of Big Daddy! There was no reporter present this
time as Billy was backed by the Gamblers and the concert is fully detailed in
volume two of my book. Bob Dylan had correctly forecast that The Times They Are
A-Changing in his 1964 hit album and this was certainly true of the local entertainment scene in many small towns around Great Britain. Legislation allowed for
many Casino Clubs to spring up around
the country and Halifax was allowed three
of them with by far the biggest, and the
best, being the Ritz Theatre Club in Brighouse, a small subsidiary town a few miles
from Halifax town centre.
The next Billy Fury appearance was when
he was booked at the Ritz for a full week
commencing February 11, 1968 with his
new show, and single Beyond A Shadow Of
A Doubt. It was a good 18 months since
Billy’s last Decca single Give Me Your Word
had briefly dented the charts in August
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1966 but still the fans flocked to see him during his week long stint at the club. The
owner of the Ritz was Ken Naylor who
also ran the Candlelight Club in Oldham,
and being a true Lancastrian, he ‘double
booked’ his stars to work in both clubs on
each night. It would have been hard
work for Billy to trek across the cold
bleak Pennines in winter between shows
in promotion of his latest recording, but
despite all his best efforts the single
didn’t chart. The half page interview,
headlined “The two people called Billy
Fury” published in the newspaper told of
Billy’s love of animals and it is here in it’s
entirety from Saturday February 17, 1968.
When researching volume two of Small
Town Saturday Night I discovered a previously unknown set of Billy shows at the
Ritz in Brighouse. I discovered this full
week of Billy at the Ritz in adverts for the
shows, in the Brighouse Echo newspaper,
a subsidiary of the Halifax Daily Courier and
Guardian, when he performed at the club for seven nights from December 1, 1968. I highlighted the
fact that Billy was supported by The Storm when
he appeared at Sowerby Bridge WMC on February 3, 1969 and perhaps it was they who backed
him in December ‘68 in Brighouse but I have no
evidence (as yet) to support that. Chris expressed
some surprise at the fact that The Storm backed
Billy in early ‘69 when he reviewed my book, as he
already knew that Dr Marigold’s Prescription
were also involved in that role during that year. I
have made it known locally that I am looking for
photographs of Billy from this period and am
hoping that some local photographer has pictures
in support of these concerts. Who knows Alan
French from Dr Marigold’s Prescription may get that shot that he so desperately
needs, of Billy with the band!
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What is amazing is the reaction and contact that I have had from fans of many
of the people featured in my first book. Not only that, but several artists have
contacted me including Bill Forbes from “Oh Boy!” (He’s a regular subscriber to
The Sound Of Fury) and only this week Steve Knowles from the 60’s Manchester
group the Factotums, gave me a signed picture that Billy had personally photographed of a Mute Swan. Apparently when Billy knew of Steve’s love of
wildlife, they bonded and exchanged correspondence and photographs which
Steve now treasures with fond memories of his old friend. Another surprise for
me was a letter from Chris Raynor who was a member of Billy’s band, Fury’s
Tornados. He was delighted to see his picture, with Billy and the band, in Small
Town Saturday Night and helped me to identify the other boys in the picture.
They are (left to right) Billy, Charlie Elston (keyboards), Bobby Caple (bass
guitar), Chris Raynor (lead guitar) and in the front is John Raynor (drums). The
photograph will be repeated in volume two. Chris invited me to be his guest at
the touring production of Halfway To Paradise – The Billy Fury Story when it
appeared at St. George’s Hall, Bradford on June 14 this year. With Colin Gold
as Billy, supported by Fury’s Tornados it fully represented an original 60’s
concert and the performers rightly received a standing ovation from a sizable,
knowledgeable Yorkshire audience. The magic of Billy Fury lives on today in
shows like this!
There must be so many stories, memorabilia and photographs out there to
more completely tell the story of the hard working but tragically short life of
Billy Fury. Halifax is just one town amongst many in which Billy would have
appeared during his career and it would make a fascinating book to fully document every performance in every town from the start to finish of Billy’s career. It’s been done with Elvis, so why not with Billy? My research only
included the 50’s and 60’s but I hope that with my books, I have been able to
contribute something towards ensuring that Billy’s name will live on. We are
all grateful that we can listen to the sound of Fury through his marvellous legacy of recorded music as it continues to form the soundtrack of our lives.
Check out my website at www.smalltownsaturdaynight.co.uk for more details
and for information about the publication of the second volume in November
2008.
With very special thanks to Alan Holdsworth of Pennine Printers and to the
Halifax local newspaper office.
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Billy in Play it Cool
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Billy’s 25th Anniversary Year
This ‘n’ That
with Chris Eley
Not a lot to report in this issue as opposed to the coverage in April but some interesting things have happened. There has been the Liverpool Memorial Service and
some tribute shows, reported on elsewhere in the magazine, including an excellent Johnny Red show at Earls Barton where he paid tribute to Billy and Shakin’
Stevens while The Rebel paid tribute to Elvis. Linda and I were honoured to attend and a brief review will eventually appear. The Sound of Fury Team was invited to attend a Billy Celebration planned for July in Liverpool. The event was to
have been organised and run by several Billy tribute artists and the idea of asking
us was in thanks for our support of the tribute bands and artists over the past
years since 1996. Regrettably, for various reasons, not of our making, it never
came off. Scrub one event which would have helped fans to celebrate this very
special year – rather sad really and a big
thanks from all of us to those artists who
requested our involvement and attendance.
It was a nice and very welcome gesture,
and we appreciate the sentiment behind it.
How nice to hear Billy mentioned during
June in an episode of Coronation Street. The
character of Vernon the musician, who
plays, or rather played, the husband of Liz
Macdonald was talking about going into
the studio and laying down a backing track
for a girl singer, of “an old Billy Fury
number”. Great stuff. A friend whose wife
Billy from Play It Cool
watches the Katie Price (Jordan) and Peter
Andre show reported that the K-tel version of Last Night Was Made For Love was
played during one of the shows. Rumour has it that Katie only allows songs on
the programme that she likes so perhaps she likes Billy’s music, a legacy from her
parents perhaps?
Great to discover that the Last Shadow Puppets (see CD review) have recorded
Wondrous Place, wonder what happened to the version that the Damned were allegedly going to record? The Decca release originally scheduled for the second quarter of this year has again been put back. A boxed set is coming out soon on Sir
Cliff, which is great and I shall need a copy with its reported 30 or so unreleased
tracks (I hope It’s Only Make Believe surfaces on it – I have the music sheet and he
apparently did cut it) but why is there no Billy boxed set. Money I guess, because
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Cliff sells worldwide. I remember a lady from a CD company that I once did
some work with in 2002 saying quite clearly to me, “Don’t worry Chris, you
shall have your boxed set for 2008”. Perhaps it may happen, these folk play
their cards close to their chest and all too often don’t even contact us, which is
wrong and silly, but there you go.
Annoying to see the recent Billy hit CD, Wondrous Story, consigned to the HMV
bargain bin at £6.00 and to virtually disappear off the shelves in some HMV’s
etc whilst the Hit Parade CD in what seems like unlimited quantities reigns in
Woolworth’s at around the £ 3.00 mark. Nice to see an album that was good for
its time still selling but now is surely the time for the Wondrous Story CD to be
found everywhere at mid-price as the main Billy hits CD. (At going to press it’s
now on special offer at Woolies for a fiver!) The recent proliferation of K-tel reissues in Woolies (x2) and elsewhere helps to promote Billy to a degree and I
guess it’s ok as long as they are cheap.
What gets my goat is making 2 CDs out of the 20 tracks and charging a fiver or
over, or issuing less than the 20 tracks on an album. October 1958 was when the
Billy Fury Story really started so please do come to Mill Hill on the 12th of October to help us to celebrate this historic occasion. We do what we do and have
done for over 11 years now, for Billy but without your continued support it cannot continue, so a big thanks to each and every one of you who has joined, rejoined (quite a few) and otherwise helped us to promote Britain’s finest ever
solo performer, especially in this very special year. Knowing that some of our
American cousins are fans of Billy is especially pleasing to me, let’s hope many
more turn up!

Tribute to Don Noyce
It was with deep sadness that I recently learned of the death of Don Noyce from
Norfolk, husband of the lovely Janet, a devoted Billy fan and Mill Hill regular
for so many years. Don had been unwell for some considerable time but as is
the way with these things, the longer friends and Billy fraternity friends (often
one and the same) live without apparent incident the more hopeful you become
of their continued longevity. Sadly this is all too often a false premise.
I met Don only a few times over the years and then just to chat briefly, as it always goes at Mill Hill with the constant bustle, but I took to him instantly, for
the warm kind person that he so obviously was. Don and Janet made a lovely
couple and our thoughts are with Janet and the families at this very sad time.
Don will be much missed. I regret not getting to know him better.
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The Last Shadow Puppets – Wondrous Place
Domino Records RUG 288CD
I have no knowledge of the Artic Monkeys or the Regents but it seems the
Monkeys in particular are ‘hot’ and it really is good when members of such
famous contemporary bands give a nod in the direction of roots music, and in
this case, Billy with their recording of Wondrous Place. The single, which I am
told charted, contains three numbers. The Age of Understatement (nice fast,
catchy big production number, perhaps with a touch of Morrisey), Two Hearts
in Two Weeks (not to my liking) and a very sparse, Wondrous Place. The latter,
in mono I feel, is a brave attempt to recreate the atmospheric sound of the
1960 Billy version but has some different guitar and organ touches which
make it different in a way. I like it. The artists come from the two bands it
seems, Alex Turner
from the Monkeys and
Miles from the Regents.
Also in there is James
Ford, not sure from
what band. Recently
Alex and Miles played
their latest single on
the Jonathon Ross
Show, how nice if he,
as a DJ, had of pursued
the Billy Fury connection. I don’t yet know
why they chose to
record this number but
from listening on the
Ross Show I thought I
detected a trace of Liverpool accent on one of the guys, so perhaps that’s it, Liverpool roots.
It’s a nice version, which does justice to Billy and well worth picking up. I
have tried to encourage a friend to get an album laid down of Billy numbers
by various contemporary artists and only time will tell whether it gets off the
ground. Meanwhile, this is a start in the right direction.
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A Time to Reflect
by John Trout
I’ve just had another great night at a Colin Paul gig listening to Colin singing
some of my favourite songs from the late fifties and early sixties, and so well
performed as usual.
After the gig I spent a few minutes drifting back to the days when the songs
that Colin was singing were being performed by the original artists such as
Elvis, Billy, Ricky, Eddie and Buddy etc.
Memories of bygone days
I remember coming out of school one day in late 1956 and noticed that the
‘poles’ on the local trolley bus had come detached from the overhead cables and the bus
driver and conductor were trying to fit them
back on. Both the driver and conductor were
singing at the tops of their voices first of all
Heartbreak Hotel then came Blue Suede Shoes
and then finishing with Hound Dog before finally securing the poles back onto the cables
and continuing with the journey.
It was commonplace in those days to see and
hear people singing and whistling in the
street or whilst at work. The milkman, postman, and coalman all did, it was a way of life
that we took for granted in the mid to late fifties a time when people were just starting to
© The Decca Record Co. Ltd.
get their lives back together after the difficult war years of the forties. It took
many of the ‘older generation’ a long time to get used to the sounds of Bill Haley and then Elvis having had many years listening to Vera Lynn, Doris Day,
Rosemary Clooney and Frankie Laine. (No criticism intended they were some
of the best singers of the day). When I started work at the age of fifteen in early
1958 the first thing I bought was a ‘Regentone’ record player which went on to
last me for many years. Out of my weekly starting wage of £2. 7s. 6p I managed to buy one 45 rpm record (price 6/4d) per fortnight, that being all I could
afford naturally made it difficult to choose as there were so many great records
being released every week in those days. Sometimes today I listen to the great
songs of those years and cannot understand why I didn’t buy a particular
record.
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By late 1958 most nights I was tuned in to Radio Luxemburg particularly at 10
pm as that was when you could hear Pete Murray on Mondays and Jimmy
Savile’s Teen and Twenty Disc Club on Wednesdays. They would play the latest releases on the Decca group labels which included Elvis (on RCA), Billy
(on Decca) and many of the American stars like Roy Orbison, Ricky Nelson
and Buddy Holly etc (on the London and Coral labels).
Tuesday and Thursday nights at 10 o’clock was the turn of Sam Costa who
would play the latest releases on the EMI group of labels such as MGM, HMV,
Capitol and Columbia.
Early Saturday evening at about 6 o’clock was a must to be in front of the telly
with shows like The Six Five Special on BBC and then came Oh Boy, followed
by Boy Meets Girl and then Thank Your Lucky Stars on ATV. Juke Box Jury
chaired by David Jacobs became the BBC’s Saturday evening flagship programme for new releases but never had the sparkle that the ATV programmes
had.
Whilst on holiday with mates at Great Yarmouth in the summer of 1961 we
went to see Billy just when his biggest hit and surely one of the greatest recordings of all time – Halfway to Paradise – had reached the top five. I reckon I
was lucky to be able to see him at probably one of the finest moments of his
life the atmosphere was just ‘something else’.
Changing times
By 1963 the music was changing at a fast pace firstly with the ‘Mersey sound’,
most of which to me lacked soul, passion and tempo, quickly becoming the
dominant force in popular music, followed later on by what I call ‘folkie and
flower power’ type of music (alright I suppose if you like that sort of thing but
I certainly didn’t). Of course some of the rock and roll artists still produced
some good records well into the sixties.
In any case by then my priorities in life were taking a very different direction
with marriage and then children bringing considerable family commitments
and career all figuring high on my personal agenda. It wasn’t long before the
golden days of the fifties and early sixties were very much a distant memory.
The good old faithful record player together with 45’s and LP’s were shoved
up into the loft.
The only time when I would spend a few moments acknowledging that those
days did exist would be when one of my favourite stars died.
The thirty years or so that followed brought life’s usual ups and downs,
achievements, worry’s, trauma’s and of course some good times.
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Reliving the dream
Then one evening in October 1994 feeling a bit fed up with life after a long day
at work I noticed in the local newspaper an advertisement for a rock and roll
gig at the nearby Shepwell Green Social Club in the West Midlands and who
should be performing there none other than Tommy Burton and his Combo.
Now I had seen Tommy several times back in the early sixties and was intrigued as to what this gig might be like. Having contacted a couple of friends
we decided to go along.
When I arrived at the club I could not believe what I saw. Nearly everyone
there was actually dressed in fifties costumes and the dance floor packed with
rock and rollers. Tommy and his combo were playing many of the songs that I
used to love.
The atmosphere seemed even better than I recall in the old days and everyone
was so relaxed and enjoying themselves. I and my friends were absolutely mesmerised and needless to say that visit was followed up with many more.
Even now having been to more fifties gigs than I care to remember I still get a
really warm feeling when I hear the songs, and the memories come flooding
back, and yes what I was doing at the time they were hits.
There was now no turning back, I was determined that I was not going to abandon the great music again. It was certainly ‘yesterday once more’ only this time
it was here to stay.
In the years that followed 1994 I’ve been
to many great concerts to see artists who
are still stars in their own right such as the
brilliant Joe Brown, Eden Kane, John Leyton, Brenda Lee, Everly Bros., Brian Hyland, Bobby Vee, Johnny Tillotson, Sir
Cliff and of course the great Marty Wilde
(the tribute that Marty makes to Billy in
his shows is so elegantly done and very
touching).
Seeing the theatrical production of The
Sound of Fury at the Birmingham Alexandra Theatre was how I got to know about
this fan club. What a production that was,
although very sad in parts of course.
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Tribute acts are plentiful and out of the many that I have seen I don’t think I’ve
seen a poor one yet.
I manage to get to see Colin Gold – Halfway to Paradise – at least once a year
and will soon be going to see him again for the eleventh time! This is the very
next best thing to seeing Billy himself and is a truly tremendous show. If there
are any Fury fans out there who havn’t seen this show you really are missing
out – it is an absolute treat and a necessity for all Fury fans.
And then there is of course a plethora of good rock and roll bands including The
Firebirds, Mark Keeleys Good Rockin’ Tonight, The Jets, Rock Back the Clock,
The Wanderers duo and of course Colin Paul just to name a few of the really
excellent ones.
Lets keep it rockin’
So after all these years I find that this music is still a wonderful inspiration and a
pleasure to listen to, even if not always sung by the original artists, then performed in an excellent way by the singers and performers of today.
Having recently been diagnosed with Motor Neurone disease and with an uncertain prognosis, has made me realise the things that we have often taken for
granted in our lives particularly in our earlier years.
We are so lucky to have the original artists who are still performing, and the tribute acts today like the ones mentioned above, who are able to keep the great music of the fifties and early sixties very much alive and still just as enjoyable.
Long may they all continue.
Thanks John – and good luck (Ed.).

Chris’s Book and CD Corner
Things Do Go Wrong – Eddie, Gene and the UK Tour
by Spencer Leigh with illustrations by John Firminger. Finbarr International.
ISBN 0-9529500-7-3
Those of you who have already purchased Halfway to Paradise and Wondrous
Face (and every Billy fan should have both for the wealth of content on Billy)
will know the format that these publications take, and this follows the same
black and white pattern of newspaper clippings and some photos to complement the text. It is a great story to tell anyway being so important in so many
ways. The influence and improvement on existing Brit musicians was immense
and Billy really also flowered as a result, in particular, of his friendship with Cochran. Surprisingly the U.S. artists also gained by learning, mostly from Jack
Good, how to improve their stage presentation and impact when on TV, as opposed to the more staid and straight presentation in the U.S. They were unused
to the Brits method of rehearsing stage moves and did not approve of it, or at
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least Vincent apparently didn’t, believing in spontaneity. There is so much information here, including missed opportunities such as when the engineer on one
of the shows did not have enough initiative to record the jam between Gene Vincent and Cliff and the Shadows, and the leaving of Ronnie Hawkins off the tour
plus the Grades seemingly not allowing Parnes to get Gene and Eddie on Sunday Night at the London Palladium. There are of course numerous mentions of
Billy at appropriate times throughout the book, with snippets of information
and pictures. There is one particular passage where Billy is described as being
‘the next big thing’ (which was true by around a year later), and how he was better than many U.S. contemporaries (also true) and that he had a voice to die for
(also true). There are tales of Billy’s stage performances, his shyness and of the
press report that he had had 18 girlfriends in 18 months! The tortured soul of
Gene Vincent, apparently not a pleasant
guy but simply a quite wonderful artist,
also with a voice to die for, especially on
Over The Rainbow, You’re Still In My Heart
and so many others is well documented
with contributions from the much missed
Hal Carter and of course the great talent
and tragedy of Eddie Cochran comes
through these pages. For those fans lucky
enough to have seen Be Bop A Lula and other stage shows featuring the tour most of
the information will be familiar to you, nevertheless, it’s great to be able to actually
read about it. The picture Spencer paints of
life on the road in the U.K. during the bleak
and austere late 50’s, especially from the
perspective of the American artists who suffered an immense culture shock, is extremely good. It is also nice to see the introduction being done by Bobby Vee, a great artist, with roots in rock ’n’ roll and
doo-wop, and all too often wrongly maligned by some musically narrow minded members of the U.K. 50’s rock ‘n’ roll fraternity. Probably the same guys who
heckled Vincent on occasion for doing the beautiful ballads in his act! This is an
excellent and necessary book for anyone interested in UK rock ’n’ roll and Billy,
and yet another feather in the cap of Spencer who has many publications out,
including Putting on the Style – The Lonnie Donegan Story – ISBN O 9529500 2
2. I too played around with an old tea chest and a broom handle in my friend
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Denzil Lobbs father’s barn (yes there really are Denzils in Cornwall, as well as
Jethro’s sidekick!), but was too young for it to really impact – it was always the
early 60’s pop that hit me and is my musical first love as it were, but I have found
this latter book, as with all of Spencer’s work, highly entertaining.
Available from Finnbarr International, Folkstone, Kent CT20 2QQ at £9.99 plus
95p p + p (Donegan at £6.99 plus 95p p + p) or check out all of Spencer’s work via
www.spencerleigh.demon.co.uk
Morrissey – Greatest Hits Decca SKL 6001/4780355
Despite having a melancholy streak a mile long for all of my life (hence Billy’s affect on me I guess) Morrissey has never previously struck a chord, in fact hardly
anyone from the 80’s and far fewer since have had any effect at all. However, as
with Bob Stanley (I love what St Etienne did with My Christmas Prayer) I knew of
the high regard for Billy that Morrissey had. I bought a couple of the Smiths singles purely because Elvis and Billy were featured on the covers of two 45s, played
them, then put them away. Ironically, or perhaps because it was planned that way
by presenters who knew of the connection, the new
single That’s How People Grow Up was played on a
Radio 2 programme shortly before a brief tribute to
Billy was made, with the playing of That’s Love
from the new hits album followed by a brief interview by Jimmy Tarbuck. Tarbuck stated that on the
night of Billy’s discovery he was asked by Larry
Parnes to introduce Ronnie Wycherley as Billy Fury.
Of course this conflicts with other accounts, including Billy’s own, but on reflection would make sense.
Anyway, preceding this mention of Billy and plug for the new CD the Morrissey
single came on. I was knocked out by it, the vocal in particular and I could feel a
sort of Billy connection with the way the vocal was handled. Some of the lyrics are
of course pretty grim, in the wordly sense, and when later I bought the above album in addition to the single, out of curiosity actually, I started to find out where
this guy has been coming from. I would certainly recommend the single although
of course it is in no way 60’s style and by getting the album instead there is the
benefit of hearing some other good tracks, First of The Gang To Die etc from an artist who has a considerable following. I bet that he is highly chuffed to be released
on Decca. Reportedly one of his favourite tracks, in addition to the early Billy albums, is The Loneliest Man In The World by Vince Eager – (on the new double CD)
no surprise really never thought that I would be playing a Morrissey album in the
car – but I am! CD single, vinyl issue and album from HMV (and the Internet
presumably).
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Bo Diddley 1928–2008
I saw Bo Diddley (Ellas Other Bates) perform only once and that was in 1985 on
the fabulous Rock ‘n’ Blues Reunion Tour which also featured Del Shannon,
Rick Nelson, Bobby Vee, Frankie Ford and possibly someone else but I cannot
find a programme to verify that. It was the finest collection of talents that I have
ever seen on one show and my heroes Del and Ricky blew me away. The others
were good, the sound perfect and I recall very clearly how impressive was the
black guy in the homburg hat with the strangely shaped guitar. He just stood
there and in fact seemed to do very little but every note and vocal inflection mesmerized us all. Some young girls around became very excited by Bo’s performance; he had a charismatic presence, and the highly charged sexual timbre of I’m
A Man had them all squealing. Not bad for a guy not far off sixty! Although
many, including myself, would cite
him as an exponent of rhythm and
blues he always saw himself as a rock
‘n’ roll performer and quite recently felt
that his contribution to that genre was
not sufficiently acknowledged. He was
of course on the 1972 Wembley Rock ‘n’
Roll Show on which Billy appeared.
Quite what Billy thought of him we
don’t really know but Bo was surely
the main link between rhythm and
blues and out and out 50’s rock ‘n’ roll.
His refusal to acknowledge Elvis as the
King of Rock ‘n’ Roll and to unashamedly state, some may say elevate, his own
importance during interview may be tiresome to some of us but there is no
doubt whatsoever but that he was a major musical influence on the performers
of his time and since. Being there since around 1955 he was surely qualified and
allowed to display what he believed to be his place in the history of rock ‘n’ roll.
He may not have invented the ‘Shave- and- a- haircut-two bits’ beat but it became his own, and that beat and/or his songs have been recorded/copied by
Ronnie Hawkins, Buddy Holly, the Rolling Stones, Dee Clark and even Bow
Wow Wow (with I Want Candy), among others. Many other 60’s bands were also
influenced, such as the Animals, Yardbirds and Pretty Things. “I play the guitar
like I’m playing the drums he once said”. His guitar style was unique and powerful as was his voice and if there is a criticism it is that in general his songs
were perceived to be largely repetitive, which may account for him not being as
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popular or successful as the other main 50’s U.S. heroes. He passed away on
June 2nd but had been unwell for some time previously.
He has left us with a legacy of great songs such as Who Do You Love, Mona,
You Can’t Judge A Book by the Cover, Bo Diddley (of course), the lovely I’m Sorry
and many others. I will never forget being in the audience at Harrogate and
realizing, for the first time, just how great an artist this man was. If you don’t
know his music first hand, (everyone surely does, through the Stones ), then
check out a good but cheap collection in the Rock ‘n’ Roll Legends series on
MCA/Universal, Bo Diddley, CD number 0600753051672. The lovely doowop styled I’m Sorry is on the EP Collection (Pictured), See For Miles SEE CD
321.

© The Decca Record Co .Ltd
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Mill Hill Meeting – 13th April 2008
by Peter Davies
INTERESTING ARRIVALS
A mixture of hail and rain with temperatures of 4 degrees Celsius was the order of the day as we set off for Mill Hill. There was a mixture of weather as
the journey developed, however, once at Billy’s graveside we were enjoying
cool but sunny weather. There was a fair turnout at the grave and it was nice
to see many of the usual faces as well as several new members.
At the Church Hall everyone did us proud with their efforts – Ken set out the
seats and tables as well as the merchandise stalls and Cecilia and Linda were
soon in action at their stations and were kept busy for most of the afternoon
with people looking and buying.
The kitchen was soon in action and those present thoroughly enjoyed the tea
and food kindly brought along by willing members. (The food must be shop
bought— not home made folks please — Ed.) Rita and Val kindly kept the teas
coming throughout the afternoon.
Maureen did her usual excellent job in selling the raffle tickets. There were
about twenty raffle prizes brought in and donated by kind members and it
was nice to see the prizes being won all around the room and also to see some
of the younger members winning.
Chris Eley welcomed everyone to the meeting and in his opening remarks thanked the
team members for all of their work for Billy
not only at this meeting but also for their efforts throughout the year. He paid tribute to
Diana Roberts, a regular member and attendee who had recently died and said that
many will remember her as the dark haired
lady who walked with a stick. Chris continued by welcoming Mr & Mrs Cy Moy with
Cy celebrating his 70th birthday during that
week and he thanked them for all of their
charity work for ILPH and Alder Hey Hospital in particular. George Wycherley was also mentioned by Chris with his family tree
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Brian Lee entertains

records tracing back to Wycherley Hall in Shropshire and other branches to various parts of the world including the USA.
Chris mentioned the lady member from the Isle of Man who needed help to visit
Billy’s grave and also Colin Paul’s forthcoming wedding to Sarahlea and we all
wish them all of the very best. He also mentioned the event that was taking
place at Liverpool Cathedral.
In the earlier visit
to Billy’s grave we
were accompanied by Brian Lee
and his family.
Brian has been ill
for some time but
being a former
(excellent) singer
decided that the
show must go on
and he now walks
with a stick but
seems determined
to enjoy himself
just as much even
though his stick fell apart at the graveside! So much so that he had agreed to run
through a couple of Billy Fury numbers in the Church Hall for everyone's benefit,
in addition to his irrepressible humour!
Additionally Brian had brought along a song sheet, record and autograph of Billy
all framed behind glass of “I’d Never Find Another You”. He auctioned this item
for charity and after some brisk bidding (including a telephone bid from Liverpool) it was sold for £65.00 to Valerie Beales in the room to excellent applause.
Chris Eley took back over from Brian to auction a picture of Billy which was purchased by Tracey Grist, a truly devoted Billy fan.
Later Brian was able to sing three of Billy’s songs – I’d Never Find Another You –
Halfway to Paradise (with slight word variation) and Like I’ve Never Been Gone.
The audience was glad to participate and he finished to generous applause.
Two late arrivals in the afternoon caused quite a stir. Honey the dog made her
second appearance following her debut at the January meeting and this time at
least more people were able to see her. She was dressed for the weather – a raincoat for late afternoon!.
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Chris, Brian and Danny Rivers
The other guest was popular singer Danny Rivers who had a hit single with
Can’t You Hear My Heart. Danny is a friend of Brian Lee and came along in
support of Brian as well as to remember Billy. Sadly Brian is very ill again right
now and we wish him a speedy recovery (Ed.).
As the afternoon drew to a close Danny was signing autographs and chatting
away to many members and we are appreciative of what he did for the bronze
fund some time ago and for supporting us today. He spent time talking to Steve Baker and Oliver Cheshire among others.
Next Meeting at Mill Hill – 12th October 2008
Meetings for 2009 at Mill Hill – for your diary/calendar

25th January 2009
19th April 2009
4 October 2009

2009 Billy Calendars For Sale
A professionally produced A3 size calendar with 12 different
pictures and monthly Billy information. £10 + £1.65 P+P. Will be
available from October onwards at Mill Hill or from the fan club
address: PO Box 1117, Hutton, Preston PR2 0DT. Please make
cheque payable to The Sound of Fury.
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Rob Dee Wows Whitby!
by Peter Davies
The annual Whitby Musical Festival took place in early June this year and for the
second year running Rob Dee gave a superlative performance with his tribute to
Billy Fury.
Several Sound of Fury team members, fan club members and many music lovers
made the long trip to Whitby to enjoy the 60’s music. The house was full and
Rob appeared in front of an audience of around 600 on the Saturday afternoon.
Rob’s spot in the mid-afternoon lasted over an hour in total and he was extremely well received by an enthusiastic and knowledgeable audience. He has worked
hard in continuing to improve his tribute to Billy and the stage banners and dry
ice effect have enhanced his presentation considerably.
His selection of twenty three of Billy’s songs covered a wide spectrum which included early songs, ballads and out and out rockers. All superbly performed
without being over the top in any way. Rob Dee is well worth seeing if you get
the opportunity and his polished performance does not disappoint. Several new
members applied to join The Sound of Fury on the day including Yvonne and
Lucien from Washington State, USA who were on a nostalgia trip to this country
and detoured to Whitby especially for this performance.

40

Billy Fury Tribute Night Concerts
Gig Guide
September
1 Rob Dee – Solo Tribute to Billy

Seacroft Holiday Park,
Great Yarmouth
5 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story The Customs House, South
Shields,Tyne & Wear,
NE33 1ES 0191 454 1234
20 Rob Dee – Solo Tribute to Billy
The Matchrooms, Plymouth
24 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story
27 Johnny Red ‘The Fury Years’ + 60’s Disco
Telstar
30 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story
October
2 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story

The Gaiety Theatre, Isle of
Man 01624 694555
Ex Servicemen’s Club, Sheep St.
Northampton 07887851427
Theatre Royal, Norwich
01603 630000

The Pavilion, Exmouth
01395 222477
4 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story Princes Theatre, Aldershot
01252 329155
7 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story Grove Theatre, Dunstable
01582 602080
24 Johnny Red as Billy Fury & Shakin’ Stevens Silk Cabaret Venue,
The Rebel as Elvis
Wellingborough, Northants
01933 229417
November
1 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story Central Theatre, Chatham
01634 338338
1 Rob Dee – Solo Tribute to Billy
The Gala Club, Longford
Gloucester
7/8 Billy Fury Weekend – Colin Paul & the
Metropole Hotel, Blackpool
Persuaders
01253 722300
15 Colin Paul & the Persuaders part of
Pontins Brean Sands,
Yesterday Once More 60’s weekend
Somerset 01934 733958
16 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story Royal Concert Hall, Nottingham
0115 9895555
18 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story Royal Hall, Harrogate
0845 1308840
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21 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story

Beck Theatre, Hayes
020 8561 8371

December
5 Halfway to Paradise – The Billy Fury Story

Embassy Theatre, Skegness
0845 674 0505
6 Colin Paul & the Persuaders
Astley Bridge Conservative
Club, Bolton 07703 717201
19 Johnny Red as Billy Fury & Shakin’ Stevens Irthlingborough Band Club
The Rebel as Elvis, Xmas Show
07887851427
26 Johnny Red as Billy Fury & Shakin’ Stevens United Trades Club,
The Rebel as Elvis, Xmas Show
Northampton 0788 785 1427

Billy from Play It Cool

Colin Gold
Get well Wishes
We are sorry to hear that Colin Gold has been unwell lately, and would like to
send him all our best wishes for a speedy recovery back to good health.
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Billy with the Tornados circa 1962/63
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