The Sound of Fury Fan Club

Newsletter
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Hi there!

We hope you are enjoying the summer and this glorious hot weather.

There has been some recent exciting new Bill\y
below.

Just a gentle reminder about newsletter subscriptions. If you do want to receive paper copies in the
cost is £10.40 per year. Thank you to those that have already paid. As always, email copies are 100¢
Fantastimews- both the Liverpool (July) and Blackpool (Nov) Billy weekends this year have now sold
out! Still tremendous support for our Billy!

The new bench for Mill Hill cemetery is on orddrhis should be installed in a couple of months tiAe.
big thank you to everyone who donatdtlhas taken a while to arrange and was set dackg COVID
restrictions put back on track now.

The Mill Hill meeting on 2nd October is planned to go aheHake plan is to meet at Billy's graveside &
then St Paul's church hall from 1 until 4 p.m. Merchandise on sale. This will be the first meeting since
COVID-19 outbreak, and it would be wonderful to see friends, old and Aewafternoon of music,
memorabilia, raffle etc. £3 entrance féy buffet donations will be gratefully received. Tea & coffee
provided.

We will obviously make every effort to ensure COVID safety procedures are in place, such as-hand
sanitizer on entry and spacing where applicable. Obviously if you do attend, you can weanasiacleut
these will not be compulsory and are a personal choice.

Our very good friend Colin Paul, who is still performing by the way, has set up a channel dedicated t
and produced a different slant on some of Bil
https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCzRvk_xUOcDhLgy9J9IKQCA

Give it a whirl!

If you do want to get in touch with u&mail soundoffurysecretary@gmail.coar write to The Sound of Fury
Fan Club, P.O. Box 157, Frodsham, WA6 1BY

New Rel easese.
Billy FuryMaybe TomorrowTen inch

MAYBE Margo - _
Don't knock upon my door Yellow Vinyl EP. IKON Recofid®n 03
TOMORROW  Gonna type a letter y

This collectablevinyl pressingfeaturesboth sidesof
Bi | First v® 45s, eachtrack in mono and stereo
For me Margo in stereodoesnot work aswell asthe
others,but then| do havehearingloss | assumehat
the stereatracksarean amalganof the genuinestereo
originals, with added computerised stereo where
needeerecentlyall the ragewith Elvis 50s and 700 s
mono output i with mixed results Nice idea, nice
package,but it would be nice to have the technical
information to go with it and somephoto insertsor
sleeve notes on a card Available on-line from
Warbash Records or e-bay. Those without PCs
could try Vinyl Tap Shop01484517720
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JoeMeek Tea-ChestTapesi First Two Releases!

Theseincrediblerecordingshiddenawayfor solong arenow startingto seethelight of day, with thefirst
two releasesvailablefor pre-orderin two 100 E P &akenstraightfrom thetapes!d T AedstarSt oang ¢
0 T MeinzSessiondl 16arebothavailableto pre-ordernow from CherryRedRecords

www. https//www.cherryredco.uk/ or telephone+44(0)208996 3120

We cannot wait for the Billy and the Tornados one!
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Tea Chest Tapes [EEGRASIGEE Tea Chest Tapes FEEHUSINE

THE RHYTHMICS
d MORE!
MADE IN LONDON, ENGLAND and JOE MEEK MADE IN LONDON, ENGLAND an
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Darrel Higham-Made in England.
Foot Tapping RecordsFT 215

Darrell hasrecordedseveralBilly Fury songsin the
pastincluding a fine versionof In Summerand on
this UK RockabillyR o ¢ &Rolh sethe turnsin a
great raunchy version of Bi | 1Gpnia Type A
Letter, the highlight of the album for me Other
offerings on this 12 track collection are CI i f &
Dynamite(whichis toughenedip), CuddlyDu d | e
HMV offering, Miss In-Between(where the whole
numbemightin all respectde EddieCochrangreat
stuff), and two Marty covers Bad Boy lacks the
plaintive subtlety of the superboriginal, yet does
work on this edgierlevel whilst Your Loving Touch
is anicetouchrandalsoworkswell.

(i e TS ST
Tracks such as JohnnyL u ¢ K958 Fontanaplatter, Play Rough,from the film Violent Playground,
bettersthe original whilst | 6 @@mingHomeis a new oneto me, very Stray Catsto theseears Tommy
Steele,is coveredwith RockWith The Cavemanand RebelRock JustToo Late is catchy,a nice version
being recordedin 1960 by PeterJay Jelly Baby was recordedin 1958 by Jimmy Miller and The
Barbequesin closingthereis an enjoyablenod to Lonnie Doneganwith Have A Drink On Me. Perhaps
one day, Darrel will recorda whole album of Billy covers,putting guitar in on someof thosesixties
trackswherearguablyit shouldhavebeenincludedbefore
Purchasedirect from Foot Tapping Recordsor Bim Bam Records Tel. 02380600329
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THE BILLY FURY CONNECTION -ROOTS, COVERS AND
INFLUENCES

Part 5. Lonnie (Anthony James) Doneganj29th April 1932-3rd November 2002) and the
Skiffle Explosion.

Born in Glasgow (his father was Scottiskhis mum Irish)
this dedicateddriven entertainehasbeencited by someas
0 T mestsuccessfuandinfluential recordingartist(in the
UK) beforethe BeatlesdThefirst UK Male Artist to score
two Top 10 Hits in the U.S. (winning a gold disc for Rock
Island Line) and thereby successfullyd t a kcbah @
N e wc a i the wad the Beatleswould eventuallydo,
Donegamchievedwentyfour successivdop 30 singlesin
the UK (includingthreeNo.1s), andsevenhit albums Just
as Elvis would becomeso muchmorethan6 T Kimg of
R o ¢ @Rl Lorinie was so muchmorethanjustd T h e
King of S k i f(How pedplelove labels!),andsongssuch
asthe lovely calypsostyled LoveIs Strange | WannaGo
Home(latera Top 10 hit asthe SloopJohnB for the Beach
Boys), TheP a r tOyed 500 Miles, saucycomedytracks
with Max Miller, and many othersdisplayinghis musical
diversity, especiallyincluding the gospel,blues, folk mix
classicBury My Bodyand Houseof The Rising Sun(years
prior to theAnimalsclassic)

s BACERD COmppy Loy
Whata culture shockDoneganmusthaveunleashed : Y
in the UK with songsthat were, in their sheer L
rawness,the total antithesesof most mid- fifties L& Q‘%
chartfodder But he doesdeservethetitle, because f ’és
althoughsomeothers(i.e NancyWhiskey)mayhave H £
handledthe genremore subtly andsweetly,no other H -
Gskiffler6hadhis drive, presencepower,audienceor ; JA?,Z % J/]'LZ g
chartpopularity Like somanyBrits | hatedhis No.2 '% F.10647 ;
hit from 1959 The Battle of New Orleans (I was s ROCK ISLAND LINE
only ten yearsold but alreadyproudly British), but * T"Eqk?’b?pl;'g: (‘;)é’(?u*if'"" j
loved My Old Ma n A&Bustman Now | realisehow e S o el s

. Bop,  Berst Dexd h
good RocklIsland Line and othersreally were so Oy Py e

closeto r o crk@ll, (which Lonnie apparently

disliked) and why he could perform in the USA

alongsidethebestr o c&ob actssuchasthe

seminaland innovative R o ¢ &Rolh Trio ( Johnnyand Dorsey Burnettewith Paul Burlison). They
allegedlyadmiredLonnie somuchthattheyalsobackedhim duringatour!

Doneganwas undoubtedlya major influenceon his generationand with the melding of so manyU.S
musicformsinto his own style,inspirednumerousvould-be performerdo takeup the guitarandjust as
importantlylook to the sourceof his inspiration black andwhite Americanroots music, (blues,gospel,

folk, country,andjazz),thelatter havingsomanyformswithin thegenre

By 1954 at the very least,the ideaof having6 Asmall group within a jazz band, essentiallyled by a
singerwith a guitar,washboardbassaccompanimerdnda type of songof theruralbluesc at e gad r
takenhold andrecordingswerebeingmadein the UK by thesed s-g b o uagshdwnontherear



- LONNIE
DONECAN

Q cover of the 1957 release(of 1954 recordings)on the
' Deccalabel EP-The Lonnie DoneganSkiffle Group
Soon Doneganrecordingsand those by other skiffle
groups would include drums ,electric guitars etc
producing a much fuller sound and guitar solos
Examplesof this are CumberlandGap and D o nYou
RockMe Daddio. Having his first chartsuccessvhilst
on Decca(highestpositionNo0.8 in Januaryl956 with
Rock Island Line, Lonnie was soon poachedby Pye
whereheenjoyeda stringof hits.
Thetermd S k i wasusedirothe USAin severablack
music releasedrom at leastthe 192 ,sand was very
broad in application, meaning mostly some kind of
musical 6 ¢ o mit © @ e t & sort @f, impromptu
| jamming session By the time this musical form had
| permeatedhe UK thetermwasmuchmorenarrow,

'ROCK ISLAND LINE
JOHN HENRY

BURY MY BODY.
?izclﬂ'ni 0T

}‘,— . 45 R.P.M.
Coliian ey

perhapdeingcoinedasclaimed,by exponent¥en andBill Colyer Lonnie partially owedhis success
to the variety of his stylesbut despitethat and his talent, his hit streakendedin August1962with the
frantic Pick A Bale of Cotton Aside from the hits of Lonnie Doneganit seemghat only a handful of
skiffle groupscharted,and then only during 1957, despitethe genrebeing performedmuch earlier,
including during jazz band concertsin 1954 Justaswith previousmusic forms and performers,and
indeedlater ones,skiffle did not take placein a vacuum,occurringalongsidethe 6 p @music of the
fifties andfrom theendof 1955 (with the adventof ShakeRattleand Roll by Bill Haleyhitting the No.
2 slot),r o mmkoddl aswell. It wasfrom 1956thateverythingreally startedto happerwith Rocklisland
Line atNo.2 in JanuaryalongsidetherecordthenatNo 1 whichreally startedr o cdkob in thegeneral
p u b I consc@ssnesRockAroundTheClock Still a classicof thegenrel defy anyonenot deadfrom
the neck up (or waist down) to sit still whent h apiaged! We know from 6 Wo n d F a ¢ theé
excellentFury biographyby Spencet_eigh thatthe youngRonnieWycherleywasnottoo enamoureaf
Haley asanicon but loved Elvis ithe male performerthat hadit all asfar as Ronnieand millions of
otherswere concerned(and still are), but the impact of Haley was massiveat the time. E | v i
HeartbreakHotel (quite unearthlyandmoreof a bluesreally) wasnotevenaso6 r o ¢ &sRatkjstand
Line but whenthe sheerpowerhousethatis Blue SuedeShoeshit laterin &6 it wasElvis all the way.
Certainlyby 1957 aswe shall seelater, Elvis wasthe single mostinfluential performerandrecording
artistin thelife of the soonto be coolesteverUK performerBilly Fury.
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Other than knowing that Ronnie left school agedfifteen in July 1955 eventuallyjoining EI | i s |

Engineering,we canonly guessat the time-spanspenton the Merseytugboatshis next employment
venturefollowing sackingfrom E | | i.sAocluéisthat the skiffle groupon his tug group allegedly
performedSinging The Blues (presumablyamongthe skiffle humbers),which was a No. 1 hit for

Tommy SteeleandGuy Mitchell in Decembe 956-skiffle it wasnot ChancesarethatRonniewasstill

on the tugs during much of 1957before his final employmentat JoshuaH a r r store,@rsor to his

discoveryin 1958 During his time with the Alexandra Shipping Companythe young Ronnie
Wycherleyapparentlynamedandformedpart of thejokingly namedd F o r $mbflg Gloupd basedon

the tugboatthe Formby, but we cannotbe sureto what extentLonnie Doneganandotherskiffle artists
impactedthe teenagerWe know from 6 Wo n d F & ahat®Ronnieandthe dGloupdperformedat some
venuesjocal cafesandclubsat Aintree but exactlywhenandwherewe will probablyneverknow. We

canassumehatlatergigs, allegedlyorganisedy Margo King after Ronniehadleft the Formbyandthe

othertug he hadbeentransferredo (an unhappyonewhich he left), would havemostlikely consisted
of r o cdall sONgs,somecountry no doubt as Ronnie loved Hank Williams and Hank Snow, and
perhapsomeskiffle tracksaswell. MargorecallsthatsomegigsduringR o n n time &t 3oshuaHarris

wereat Aintree, so perhapsRonnierevisitedhis skiffle gig locations Perhapshis tug matesstill joined

him ashis departurérom the tugsmay not havemeantthe endof the6 S n iGlofipd @thoughthatis

thelikely outcome
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From his time on the tugs onwards,almost certainly he was on one of them during 1956 we know
Ronnie spentsomeof the good moneyearned(£7.00 per week) on records Most early DoneganPye
releasesameout on 78pm only but by 1957therewerevinyl EPsandLPs Oneof the majorreleases
wasateninch albumwhich Ronniecould haveownedin additionto any 78s/45s of Donegarandothers
6 T hannie DoneganS h o w cfeasurediwo songsthat Ronniecould haveknown alreadydirect from
his countryheroeghis sailorUncle Ronn|ebroughtbackcountryrecords)

Equally he could have heardN o b o €Ckild and | 6 ol i Ay Bound
Alabammy(Alabamy) Boundfrom this hit album from e
November®6, before gettinginto Ray Charles,which
was probablythroughEddie Cochranin 1960but could
havebeenearlier LeaveMy WomanAlone recordedby
Lonnie but only ever performedon radio, and perhaps | | :
live on stageby Billy, is anotherconnection,although 1
Billy was most likely deepinto Ray Charlesand The |
Ev e r priprote performing it, whilst Lonnie was
influencedby thefolk versionby the KingstonTrio. It is
unlikely though that Ronnie/Billy would not have =
appreciatedthe musical melangeof U.S. roots music |
being arrangedand played by Lonnie and certainly
playing the numberdearnedfrom othersin the &Gloup, &
andfrom recordsandradio he could well haveliked the
mediumalthoughnothinglike asmuchashedidr o c
n ooll, countryandrhythmandblues

Much of D o n e gnausi®ags was not only rootedin folk but very bluesorientated,as this teninch
outing shows,and a far cry from the harddriving 6 p usrkei firdckssubhasRocklsland Line, John
Henry, the powerful andrisquéDigging My Potatoesetc, andcertainlyfrom the novelty songssuchas
DoesYour ChewingGumLosel t Fasour, TheC 0 mma n c, h Wasterosengfrom 1962 complete
with Mexicanbrass,s highly enjoyable Lonnie could alsowrite songssuchasHamand Eggs andlater
classicssuchas| ONeverFall In Love Againa hit for Tom Jones,so Ronnie may also have been
encouragedby thataspectIn truth Doneganseemedhappierat arrangingand adaptingnumbershe had
notwritten (for which he gainedmuchcriticism), includingtraditionalonesandthe songsof his

-

Wreck of the Old '97




influencersWoody  Guthrie, Huddie Ledbetter
(Leadbelly) and others | t @arth mentioning that
Ronnie would also have heard, and probably played
skiffle tunes by the other exponentsaround, some of
whom experiencedits during 1957 The Chris Barber
Skiffle Group, The Ken Colyer Skiffle Group, The
Vipers Skiffle Group, The ChasMcDevitt Skiffle Group
(especiallyFreight Train with engagingvocal by Nancy
Whiskey),Alexis C o r n &kiffte sGroup and Johnny
Duncan and his Blue Grass Boys Dickie Bishop
warrants a mention but there are too many other
musiciansandline-upsto includehere As Billy Fury,in
March 1959 Ronniewasto undertakea shorttour with
JohnnyDuncanandJill Day.

very likely singingthe bandsthreeTop 30 UK charthits, especiallythe catchyonewe all remember|ast
Train to SanFernando

Among singersof our generatiortherewere severalthat we know playedskiffle beforebecomingr o c k
n @oll /pop artists Reg Smith (Marty Wilde) and the Hound Dogs Roy Taylor (Vince EagerjThe
HarmonicaVagabonds/Vagabondsjarry Webb (Cliff Richard)}The Dick TeagueSkiffle Group, John
Lennon& PaulMcCartneyThe Quarrymen,Terry Nelhams(Adam Faith) and The Worried Men. Both
Marty and Adam havebeenfulsomein their praiseof Lonnie Donegarandhis introductionof US black
and other roots music into the UK (Marty was right to praiseL o n n fine @ession of Frankie and
Johnny) Whateverthe truth, the fact that RonnieWycherleyplayedsomeform of skiffle on/andor off
the tugs providesenoughevidenceof the link betweenhim, the genreand therefore,the 'Skiffler 7in-
Chief', Lonnie Donegan

NB: For thosepersonswishingto know more aboutthe skiffle eraandin particular,Lonnie Donegan)|

highly recommendPuttinbOn The Style The Lonnie DoneganStory (2003 by L i v e r pwn muisioad
oracle, SpencerLeigh (with John Firmingel). Finbarr InternationallSBN 0 95295002 2. Wondrous
Face,S p e n eecellént2005book aboutBilly Fury hasalso providedinformation, and the late and
muchlamentedStuartC o | m axcdilentessayin the2002Sequel/CastléhreeCD setLonnie Donegan

RockIslandLine-The SinglesAnthology195567- hasalsobeeninvaluable | highly recommendhe set,
and alsothe budget3 CD setLonnie Donegan& The Original Hits of the Skiffle ExplosiorBig 3 BT

3008 2009 which featuresgroupsandor singersotherthan Doneganon the third CD. Lonnie Donegan
& His Skiffle Group Gold is a digipakthreeCD 2021 budgetset BMG CrimsonCD641 (from HMV)

but lacksDigginbMy Potatoes Perhapsecausef my agel haveno speciallove for skiffle (or jazz for

thatmatter)butS p e n eragidgookandtheaboveCDshaveensuredhatl do havesomeinterestin

the life and music of this greatperformer,and throughhim, someother exponentsPerhapsot in the
way of thosewho lived throughthe era,but enoughto no longerdismissthe musicout of hand | might
havebeenat Primary Schoolduring mostof the skiffle years,but researchindor this Fury connection
hasremindedme thatmanypre-1960recordingdike TomDooley, Freight Train andothersareindelibly
stampedn my memoryeventhe dreadedBattle of NewOrleans Actually, havingvisited the Chalmette
Battlefield site and knowing that, on balance,we won the war of 1812 and have beenfriends and
respectfulalliesfor sometime now1 | nolongerfeel quite sobadaboutit! Chris Eley

Acknowledgementsand thanks: Spencelleigh, the late StuartColman,Del RichardsonBilly Sloan,
GrahamHunter,GuinnesBook of Hit SinglesandAlbums.



Bobby Rydell (Robert LouiseRidarelli )-April 26t 1942 April 5t 2022.

Therebeing a connectionbetweenBobby and Billy
Fury, hewould haveeventuallyfeaturedin the series
of 6 C o n n eatticlésbaing put out in the SOF
Newsletterbut given his recentpassingwe felt some
mark of respectwasdue now. This Italian/American
singer was highly talented, versatile and highly
successfulgcontinuingto performinto his lateryears
Wild Onewashis only UK Top 10 (therewere eight
UK Top 50 hits), and no hit albums It is estimated
thathe sold 25 million recordsworld-wide, receiving
gold discs along the way By all accounts a
thoroughlydecenthumorousandlikeableentertainer
he visited the UK during the early 600 ,ecordedin
London and met Billy Fury. There were probably
earlier UK visits but we believe the one where
Forget Him was recorded was early in1963 as
recalledby the songscomposeMark Anthony (Tony
Hatch) The single stood at its highestposition, No
13 by May 23rd, being fourteenweekson the chart
Tony waslaterto saythatheliked Bi | regoding,
asdid Bobbywho saidsoto musicpromoterGraham
Hunter

FORGET - T Quite what they both though of Billy omitting a

versewe d o nkdotw-but when given new backing
HEY EV'RYBODY in 1983 it turned out to be one of the loveliest
recordingsBilly, or anyoneelse,ever made Who

selectedit for recording by Billy, indeeddid he
chooset himself,or wasit Hal Carter,his producer

anEll bJ at the time. We cannotbe sure A great choice

5 whoeverit was Billy apparentlydid own a copy of

p ademoof theoriginal. As for Bobby,in additionto

/ 7 TV, film andradioappearancesurvivingwe havea

' fine recordinglegacy including his only UK Top

.? 10, Wild One with someof my favourites Sway,

That Old Black Magic, One Last Kiss, A World

WithoutLove | JustC a nSay Goodbye Stranger

In This World, Forget Him of course plus so many

( othersto enjoy, courtesyof this fine singer and
' greatstylist

Bobby Rydeii Fan Club, 23 Linner Road, Speke, Liverpool.

R o crkodr o lofteeknaxkd T B® b b jubtlksedruth is ,severalof them producedsomeof the finest
popmusicever! RIP Bobby-and thanks for the great music. Chris Eley.

PS. Justdiscoveredhanksto Now Dig This magazinghatR o ¢ kRommi@Hawkins passedway (aged
87) on May 29th. No Fury connectionve know of, andno UK Charthits, but his earlywork wasgreat,his
stage performanceslegendaryin their wildness and the 197@® <Catillion album bearing his name,
purchasedn Hong Kong around1972 (whenit wasa greatplaceto live with US and Malaysianpressed
vinyl everywhere)a reveredpossessiomstill-especiallypecausef theterrific 6 C o u metrecordingsof
MatchboxandForty Days classicdorever! RIP Ronnie.



